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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee 


of  the  Somerset  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Sixth  Annuol  Iteport  ns  Scliool  Medical 

Officer, 

While  the  report  presents  a  general  survey  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the 
various  services  of  the  School  Medical  Department,  it  has  been  reduced  as  much 
as  possible  while  retaining,  for  the  purpose  of  continuity  in  statistical  information, 
the  essential  figures.  Eather  more  space  has  been  devoted  to  Physical  Education 
as  this  aspect  of  health  work  has  been  considerably  extended  in  recent  years. 

The  entire  responsibility  for  its  production  has  rested  with  Sir  William 
Savage  and  I  am  extremely  grateful  for  his  valuable  assistance. 

Equally  my  thanks  are  given  to  the  various  Officers  and  to  the  clerical  staff 
of  the  Department  for  their  continued  and  efficient  services. 

I  am  also  extremely  indebted  to  the  Chief  Education  Officer  and  his  staff 
and  to  Head  and  Assistant  Teachers  for  their  valuable  and  willing  help  in  all 
matters  concerning  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  children. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  DAVIDSON. 

Health  Department, 

Somerset  County  Council, 

April,  1943. 


ORGANISATION. 

Dr.  B.  M.  Smithies  was  recalled  to  London  on  30th  April,  her  place  being 
taken  by  Dr.  Irene  Yates  as  from  19th  May.  Dr.  W.  G.  Barker  died  on  14th  June 
and  .his  place  was  taken  by  ])r.  B.  M.  Smithies,  who  left  the  London  County 
Council  and  returned  to  Somerset  on  August  8th.  Dr.  E.  Cuthbert  and  Dr.  A. 
Walker  (temporary  Oculist)  both  left  the  service  on  31st  October. 

There  were  several  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Dental  Staff  owing  to 
military  demands  and  the  number  is  now  reduced  to  nine.  There  were  a  good 
immy  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Dental  Attendants. 

EVACUEE  PROBLEMS. 

So  far  as  we  can  ascertain  the  number  of  official  evacuee  children  in  the 
County  at  the  end  of  1942  was  as  follows : — 

Elementary  school  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,011 

Secondary  and  Technical  children  ...  ...  ...  1,559 

This  is  exclusive  of  elementary  school  cnildren  in  Bridgwater,  Taunton  and 
Yeovil  Boroughs. 

During  the  year  all  these  children  were  dealt  with  as  regards  medical  inspec¬ 
tion  and  the  treatment  of  defects  in  the  same  way  as  for  Somerset  children. 

The  chief  differences  are  for  the  following  conditions: — Malnutrition,  11.8  and 
14.7;  Chronic  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  4.4  and  2.0;  Enlarged  Tonsils,  10.7  and  8.9; 
Dental  diseases,  43.7  and  31.6.  The  figures  are  percentages,  those  for  Somerset 
being  quoted  first.  The  differences  in  the  nose  and  throat  conditions  and  in  dental 
disease  were  found  in  previous  years.  There  is  no  obvious  explanation  why  nose 
and  throat  defects  should  be  more  prevalent  in  Somerset  children. 

While  there  is  still  a  lot  of  scabies  the  infection  is  definitely  diminished  and 
is  now  much  less  of  a  problem.  The  verminous  children  problem  is  still  trouble¬ 
some,  especially  in  Weston-super-Mare. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  WORK. 

The  figures  for  the  different  groups  are  set  out  in  Table  I  (at  end  of  Report). 
The  number  of  Elementary  Schools  is  448  with  486  Departments.  These  comprise 
70  Urban  and  378  Rural  Schools;  and  approximately  34,908  children  were  in 
attendance.  During  the  year  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  carried  out  9,003 
routine  inspections,  16,852  special  inspections  and  re-examinations,  making  a  total 
of  25,855  Somerset  cases.  Cases  examined  by  the  School  Oculist  are  not  included 
in  these  numbers.  The  evacuated  children  examined  were  6,850  routine  with 
4,174  specials  and  re-examinations.  The  diminution  in  numbers  is  partly  due  to 
the  alterations  in  medical  inspection  procedure  and  partly  to  time  devoted  to 
diphtheria  immunisation. 

The  figures  for  1942  are  set  out  in  the  Tables  at  the  end  of  this  Report  in  the 
form  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

As  regards  nutrition  classification  the  figures  are  as  follows: — 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

A. 

Excellent. 

B. 

Normal 

C. 

Slightly 

Sub-normal. 

D. 

Bad. 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Somerset  ... 

9,003 

1,397 

15 

6,547 

73 

1,049 

12 

1 

0.1 

Evacuees  ... 

6,850  j 

1,354 

20 

4,487 

65 

1,002 

15 

1 

0.1 

There  is  a  reduction  in  the  percentage  of  sub-normal  nutrition  cases  in  both 
groups,  but  also  a  reduction  in  the  “Excellent”  class,  more  children  being  grouped 
as  normal. 
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MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME. 


The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows : — 


Schools. 

Number. 

Taking  milk  which  is 

Dried 

Milk. 

No 

Milk. 

Tuber¬ 

culin 

Tested. 

Pasteur¬ 

ised. 

Accred¬ 

ited. 

Boiled. 

Urban  Elementary 

70 

9 

48 

12 

1 

0 

0 

Rural  „ 

378 

72 

115 

77 

94 

7 

13 

Secondary 

19 

7 

11 

1 

U 

0 

0 

Of  the  448  elementary  schools,  the  children  in  18  per  cent,  were  drinking 
Tuberculin  tested  milk,  in  37  per  cent,  ikisteurised,  in  20  per  cent.  Accredited, 
in  21  per  cent.  Boiled,  in  I  i)er  cent.  Bidl  Cream  Bried  Milk,  and  in  3  per  cent, 
taking  no  milk. 

At  the  end  of  this  year  the  total  number  of  children  taking  milk  was  29,400, 
a  decrease  of  197.  The  types  of  milk  consumed  were: — Tuberculin  tested  18 
per  cent.,  Pasteurised  50  per  cent..  Accredited  18  per  cent,  and  ordinary  (boiled) 
8  per  cent.  On  this  year's  working  84  per  cent,  of  the  children  are  taking  the 
school  milk.  1,820  were  receiving  free  milk. 

MEDICAL  TREATMENT  AND  FOLLOWING  UP. 

The  District  Nurses  attended  at  387  Hcliool  Inspections,  entailing  1,704 
sessions.  In  addition,  4,309  cases  were  referred  to  them  for  home  visits,  and 
7,199  visits  were  paid.  Tliese  figures  refer  to  Somerset  cases  only. 

Their  reports  upon  the  4,309  cases  referred  to  them  for  home  visifs  show 
that  in  2,024  cases  (40  per  cent.)  medical  treatment  has  been  obtained,  and  195 
cases  (5  per  cent.)  were  under  treatment  by  the  nurse;  in  1,190  cases  (27  per  cent.) 
no  ti'eatment  was  obtained;  738  cases  (17  per  cent.)  were  under  supervision;  and 
in  the  remaining  222  cases  (5  per  cent.)  visits  had  yet  to  be  made  at  the  tiir.e  the 
reports  were  received. 

Directions  tO'  parents  and  teachers  as  to  treatment  were  given  in  2,000  routine 
cases  (22.3  per  cent.)  and  for  observation  in  2,788  cases  (31.0  per  cent.). 

During  the  past  year  grants  of  Milk.  IMalt  S:  Oil  or  Parrish’s  F.ood  were  made 
to  3,075  Somerset  children  and  3,792  evacuees  at  a  total  cost  of  apjn'oximately 
£2,300.  This  compares  witli  3,134  Somerset  and  4,429  evacuees  for  1941. 

During  the  year  529  recommendations  (for  tonsil  and  adenoid  operations  were 
given  and  428  0])erations  were  performed.  Sus])ected  tuberculosis  cases  referred 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  were  113  and  of  these  3.6  per  cent,  were  found  to  be 
definite  and  8.8  per  cent.  sus])icious  cases  to^  be  kept  under  observation. 

VISION  AND  EYE  DEFECTS. 

Of  Somerset  children  during  the  vear  the  School  Oculists  examined  974  new 
eases,  prescribing  glasses  for  735  of  them.  They  also  re-examined  1,317  cases, 
making  a  total  of  2,291  elementary  school  cases. 

In  addition  to  these  examinations,  they  also  saw  284  secondary  school  scholars, 
162  pre-school  children  (chiefly  for  squint),  53  persons  in  connection  with  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1,577  evacuated  school  cliildren,  and  37  persons  for  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  Committee.  This  makes  a  total  of  4,404  eye  examinations  during 
the  year.  The  Oculist  gave  ten  days  to  the  Bridgwater  Education  Authority, 
examining  124  cases. 
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DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

Nine  dentists  were  at  work  during  all  the  year  and  three  additional  dentists 
for  part  of  the  year. 

Treatment  was  given  to  16,424  Somerset  and  8,186  evacuated  children  as 
follows : — 

Extractions  (temporary)  ...  ...  ...  24,06.8 

,,  (permanent)  ...  ...  ...  3,468 

Fillings(temporary  2,297  ;  permanent  14,652)  16,949 

Other  treatment  (scaling)  ...  ...  ...  2,992 

The  12  dentists  worked  1,894  days  during  the  year  and  examined  31,677 
children,  an  average  of  17  a  day,  while  13  a  day  were  treated. 


Somerset  Children  only. 


No  treatment 
required. 

Cases  requiring  treatment. 

Number 
of  Cases. 

No  previous 
treatment. 

Previously 

treated. 

Number 
of  Cases. 

Extraction 

1  temp.  only. 

j 

Extraction 
perm.  only. 

Fillings 

only. 

E.xtraction 

and  fillings. 

Extraction, 

fillings  and 

other  work. 

1 

Other  work 

only 

4  414 

1,360 

3,054 

16,424 

7,218 

1,151 

4,359 

2,418 

460 

818 

The  table  shows  that  4,414  required  no  treatment,  of  which  3,054  had  been 
previously  treated.  To  this  should  be  added,  from  the  point  of  view  of  conservative 
dentistry,  the  7,218  children  who  required  temporary  extractions  only.  This  makes 
11,632  children  whose  teeth  were  examined  and  found  to  be  sound  except  for 
temporary  extractions. 

Number  of  Children  treated. 


Somerset. 


Evacuees. 


Dentist. 

5-10 

inclusive. 

11  and 
over. 

Mr.  Nicolson 

1.171 

249 

Mr.  Crossley 

1,034 

232 

Mr.  Britten 

1,147 

266 

Miss  Ryan 

1,157 

228 

Miss  Trump 

1,626 

428 

Miss  Rooke 

1,626 

344 

Dr.  Bachner 

1,194 

277 

Miss  Urquhart 

1,443 

447 

Mrs.  Cojjeland 

1,440 

384 

Mr.  McPherson  ... 

68 

8 

Mr.  Berry 

388 

120 

Mrs.  Rooth 

852 

295 

13,146 

3,278 

Examined 

No 

treatment 

required. 


5  -  10 

inclusive. 


11  and  I 
over. 


369 

444 

484 

578 

541 

688 

362 

442 

417 

388 

516 

413 

541 

541 

393 

696 

201 

666 

34 

41 

293 

258 

263 

318 

278 

274 

263 

206 

180 

223 

253 

337 

349 

9 

195 

146 


4,414 


5,473 


2,713 


Examined 

No 

treatment 

required. 


211 

388 

412 

192 

120 

190 

344 

300 

172 

21 

206 

97 


2,653 


B 


Treatment  Given. 


Name  of  Dentist. 

Somerset  Children. 

Evacuated  Children. 

Extractions. 

Fillings. 

Other 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

Extractions. 

Fillings. 

Other 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Mr.  Nicolson 

1,724 

54 

6 

983 

8 

539 

46 

14 

458 

57 

Mr.  Crossley 

1,304 

236 

410 

1,413 

96 

604 

448 

143 

1,042 

43 

Mr.  Britten 

1,911 

103 

81 

1,069 

48 

984 

226 

66 

737 

37 

Miss  Ryan 

1,720 

310 

62 

883 

148 

552 

277 

42 

362 

56 

Miss  Trump 

2,237 

160 

9 

1,054 

116 

451 

77 

5 

315 

35 

Miss  Rooke 

1,880 

210 

51 

442 

251 

419 

88 

18 

181 

125 

Dr.  Bachner 

1,585 

167 

74 

942 

142 

582 

138 

36 

423 

72 

Miss  Urquhart 

2,111 

209 

182 

903 

631 

746 

114 

89 

509 

381 

Mrs.  Copeland 

2,179 

212 

268 

1,048 

10 

890 

152 

158 

678 

15 

Mr.  McPherson  ... 

89 

4 

4 

20 

17 

38 

3 

3 

26 

16 

Mr.  Berry 

449 

25 

23 

345 

50 

248 

29 

13 

371 

49 

Mrs.  Rooth 

656 

129 

394 

329 

406 

165 

51 

146 

119 

183 

Totals 

17,845 

1,819 

1,564 

9,431 

1,923 

6,218 

1,649 

733 

5,221 

1,069 

The  dental  treatment  of  evacuated  secondary  schools  was  continued  and  89 
days  were  devoted  to  this  work.  The  total  number  inspected  was  1,343  of  whom 
980  received  treatment.  The  treatment  given  was:  Extractions  temporary  121, 
permanent  292;  Eillings  temporary  8,  permanent  1,223;  other  184. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  new  scheme  for  the  dental  treatment  of  County 
Maintained  and  Aided  Secondary  Schools  was  introduced.  All  the  Maintained 
Schools  have  adopted  the  scheme  and  so  far  four  of  the  Aided  Schools  have  also 
signified  their  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  this  new  service.  Although  the  fee  has 
been  increased  to  3/-  for  fee-paying  pupils  .and  special  pupils  who  did  not  join,  or 
seceded  from,  the  Dental  Scheme  while  attending  elementary  schools,  the  response 
has,  on  the  whole,  been  very  satisfactory.  The  n.aintained  schools  produced  a 
response  of  approximately  47  per  cent,  of  their  average  attendance,  while  the 
three  aided  schools  so  far  dealt  with  show  an  average  of  54  per  cent. 


73  days  were  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  these  schools,  the  total  number 
inspected  being  880,  of  whom  760  received  treatment.  The  treatment  given  was: 
Extractions  temp'orary  162,  permanent  365;  Fillings  temporary  1,  permanent 
1,156;  Other  treatment  temporary  1,  permaupnt  153.  These  figures  do  not, 
however,  indicate  the  whole  treatment  which  these  760  children  require.  When 
examined  it  was  found  that  a  large  number  of  them  needed  very  considerable  con¬ 
servative  treatment  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  arrange  several  more  visits  in  1943 
before  their  teeth  can  be  regarded  as  sound. 

In  addition  57  visits  were  paid  to  evacuated  Nursery  Schools  and  1.075 
pre-school  children  were  inspected,  228  receiving  treatment. 

Three  of  our  Dental  Officers  also  held  fortnightly  clinics  at  our  Maternity 
Centres  at  Bridgwater,  Frome  and  Glastonbury,  while  others  paid  several  visits 
fo  the  various  County  and  Evacuated  Institutions  for  Mental  Defectives. 
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FROME  SCHOOL  CLINIC 

(Evacuees  in  brackets). 


Reason  for  examination 

Examined 

Treated. 

Total 

examined 

Attendance  at 
Clinics. 

or  treatment. 

only. 

Cured. 

Improved 

Under 
treat¬ 
ment,  &c. 

Total 

treated. 

or 

treated. 

Som. 

Ev. 

Total. 

Fitness  for  school  or 
special  schools 

- 

Vision  testing 

3  (2) 

— 

— 

— 

3 

(2) 

3 

2 

5 

External  Eye  diseases  ... 

1  (1) 

0 

(2) 

— 

0  (1) 

0  (3) 

1 

(4) 

1 

7 

8 

Ear  defects: 

Otorrhoea,  etc. 

2  (1) 

3 

(0) 

2  (0) 

1  (0) 

6  (0) 

8 

(1) 

10 

1 

11 

Deafness 

1  (1) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(1) 

1 

1 

2 

Impetigo 

6 

(1) 

— 

— 

6  (1) 

6 

(1) 

8 

1 

9 

Scabies 

0  (1) 

6 

(6) 

2  (0) 

2  (0) 

10  (6) 

10 

(7) 

14 

11 

25 

Minor  skin  injuries  and 

septic  sores  ... 

2  (1) 

10 

(4) 

3  (0) 

3  (0) 

16  (4) 

18 

(5) 

35 

8 

43 

Other  skin  diseases 

— 

3 

(2) 

— 

0  (2) 

3  (4) 

3 

(4) 

4 

8 

12 

Other  conditions 

72  (13) 

6 

(8) 

1  (0) 

1  (2) 

8  (10) 

80 

(23) 

103 

28 

131 

Verminous 

— 

3 

(1) 

3  (1) 

3 

(1) 

7 

1 

8 

TOTALS  ... 

81  (20) 

37 

(24) 

8  (0) 

7  (5) 

52  (29) 

133 

(49) 

186 

68 

254 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE  SCHOOL  CLINIC 

(Evacuees  in  brackets). 


Reason  for  examination 

Examined 

Treated. 

Total 

examined 

Attendance  at 
Clinics. 

or  treatment. 

only. 

Cured. 

Improved. 

Un¬ 

relieved. 

Under 
treat¬ 
ment,  &c. 

Total 

treated. 

or 

treated. 

Som. 

Ev. 

Total. 

Fitness  for  school  or 
special  schools 

55  (68) 

55  (GO) 

71 

88 

159 

Vision  testing  ... 

43  (29) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43  (29) 

51 

33 

84 

External  Eye  diseases  ... 

6  (6) 

14  (23) 

— 

— 

1  (1) 

15  (24) 

21  (30) 

48 

86 

134 

Ear  defects: 

Otorrhoea,  etc. 

2  (7) 

19  (18) 

3  (5) 

0  (2) 

1  (2) 

23  (27) 

25  (34) 

170 

176 

346 

Deafness 

2  (1) 

10  (4) 

1  (0) 

— 

11  (4) 

13  (5) 

44 

16 

60 

Ringworm 

1  (1) 

- - 

— 

- - 

1  (1) 

1  (1) 

3 

6 

9 

Impetigo  . 

4  (2) 

131  (91) 

— 

— 

20  (14) 

151(105) 

155(107) 

756 

689 

1,445 

Scabies 

53  (44) 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

53  (44) 

80 

65 

145 

Minor  skin  injuries  and 
septic  sores  ... 

4  (10) 

122(142) 

3  (1) 

15  (9) 

140(152) 

144(162) 

677 

724 

1,401 

Other  skin  diseases 

23  (17) 

44  (47) 

8  (10) 

0  (1) 

2  (5) 

54  (63) 

77  (80) 

347 

282 

629 

Other  conditions 

207(141) 

10  (8) 

0  (4) 

0  (1) 

1  (1) 

11  (14) 

218(155) 

436 

271 

707 

Verminous  conditions  ... 

60  (33) 

2  (3) 

— 

— 

0  (2) 

2  (5) 

62  (38) 

99 

67 

166 

TOTALS  ...  * 

459(358) 

353(337) 

15  (20) 

0  (4) 

40  (34) 

408(395) 

867(753) 

2,782 

2,503 

■ 

5,285 

r-c: 


'J’otal  inflivirluiil  ohildren  examined  or  treated:  703  (534). 
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The  two  fixed  clinics  at  Weston-super-Mare  and  Frome  were  kept  very  busy 
and  the  tables  show  that  the  work  done  at  Weston-super-Mare  was  particularly 
heavy.  In,  addition  a  number  of  temporary  clinics  to  deal  with  minor  ailments 
mainly  amongst  the  evacuee  population  were  in  operation  in  various  parts  of  the 
county. 

EXCEPTIONAL  AND  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

The  figures  are  set  out  in  Table  III.  There  are  now  six  boys  and  six  girls 
being  trained  at  certified  schools  for  the  blind. 

Seven  boys  and  six  girls  are  at  Certified  Deaf  Schools.  At  the  end  of  1941 
the  Special  Register  contained  the  names  of  212  feeble-minded  children,  129  boys 
and  88  girls.  During  the  past  yoar  35  boys  and  28  girls,  a  total  of  58  children, 
were  certified  as  feeble-minded  and  their  names  added  to  the  Register,  while  the 
names  of  24  boys  and  10  girls,  a  total  of  40,  were  removed  owing  to  the  children 
having  attained  the  age  of  16  years,  left  the  County,  or  been  regraded,  leaving 
a  net  total  of  230  feeble-minded  children  (140  boys  and  90  girls)  on  the  Special 
Register  at  the  end  of  1942. 

During  the  year  134  suspected  mentally  defective  Somerset  children  were 
examined  and  certified  for  the  first  time  and  13  were  re-examined  for  re-grading 
and  certification  for  Special  Schools  and  Institutions.  Of  these  147  children 
58  were  included  under  Schedule  A,  all  but  three  being  marked  fit  for  special  class 
for  dull  and  backward  children,  67  were  fit  for  a  special  school  (Schedule  B)  and 
22  were  Schedule  C,  i.e.,  unfit  for  a  Special  School.  In  addition  44  evacuee 
childi’en  were  examined  for  mental  defect.  Of  these  19  were  in  the  dull  and  back¬ 
ward  group,  20  feeble-minded  and  5  imbecile. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3  children  in  the  Chalfont  Epileptic  Colony. 

DIFFICULT  CHILDREN  SCHEME. 

This  scheme  has  been  in  operation  since  November,  1941.  The  staff  consists 
of  Miss  Stephen,  Educational  Psychologist,  devoting  half  her  time  to  this  scheme, 
Mrs.  Sambrook  (from  July  1st,  1942),  part-time  for  psychological  work  in  the 
north  of  the  County,  two  whole-time  Psychiatric  Social  Workers  and  two  con¬ 
sulting  Psychiatrists,  paid  by  fees.  Two  special  homes  were  authorised,  and 
Halcon  House,  Taunton,  for  28  boys  was  opened  on  May  5th,  and  The  IMarshes, 
Baltonsborough,  for  14  girls  on  October  1st.  These  two  homes  are  entirely  charged 
to  the  Evacuation  account  but  it  was  found  that  Somerset  children  also  needed 
to  be  admitted,  and  terms  for  the  admission  of  a  limited  number  were  subsequently 
agreed  to  with  the  Board  of  Education. 

Bourton  Grange,  Flax  Bourton,  a  home  for  32  rather  similar  children,  was 
started  under  private  auspices  and  was  taken  over  by  the  County  Council  as  a 
going  concern  from  1st  June,  1942,  the  cost  being  charged  to  the  Evacuation 
account.  It  now  takes  boys  only.  This  home  is  no  part  of  the  County  Scheme 
but  has  done  very  useful  work. 


The  work  done  during  the  year,  and  including 

November 

and  December  1941 

was  as  follows  : — 

Somerset. 

Evacuee. 

Total. 

Cases  seen 

117 

319 

436 

Cases  investigated  by  Psychologists 

School  and  home  visits,  etc.,  paid  by  the 

109 

280 

389 

Psychologists 

99 

352 

451 

Visits  made  by  Psychiatric  Social  Workers 

344 

929 

1,273 
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Treatment  given. 

Somerset. 

Evacuee. 

Diagnostic 

58 

88 

Seen  hy  Psychiatrists 

11 

89 

Play  therapy  by  Psychologists 

27 

54 

Drug  therapy  hy  Psychologists 

0 

0 

Pemedial  coaching 

11 

7 

Su])ervision  hy  Psychiatric  Social  Workers 
Supervision  by  Central  Association  for 

91 

234 

Mental  Welfare 

3 

0 

This  is  exclusive  of  treatment  given  at  the  three  Hostels.  The  children  are 
seen  either  at  fixed  clinics  at  regular  hours,  at  flying  clinics  fixed  as  required,  or  in 
their  own  homes  or  other  suitable  centres.  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  Halcon 
House  and  Weston-super-Mare,  and  fortnightly  at  Taunton,  Bridgwater  and 
Yeovil.  Conferences  of  the  Psychologists  and  Social  Workers  are  held  every  week. 

The  Scheme  has  worked  M^ell  administratively  and  the  results  obtained  have 
on  the  whole  been  valuable  and  satisfactory.  The  treatment  required  for  Ihese 
abnormal  conditions  A'aries  greatly  and  experience  has  shown  that  an  extension  of 
play  therapy  and  more  special  treatinent  by  the  consultant  psychiatrists  is 
required.  These  improvements  are  being  put  in  hand  during  1943. 


TREATMENT  WITH  ARTIFICIAL  LIGHT, 


Centre. 

Number 

of 

Clinics 

held. 

New 

cases 

seen. 

Infant. 

Tolc 

Educa¬ 

tion. 

il  Attendances. 

1  From 

Tuber-  outside 
culosi'^.  areas. 

All. 

Bridgwater . 

74 

13 

203 

97 

62 

35 

397 

Minehead  . 

65 

4 

0 

0 

68 

9 

7  1 

Weston-super-Mare... 

55 

50 

0 

487 

61 

475 

1,023 

Yeovil 

56 

15 

0 

163 

88 

1 

Total 

250 

82 

203 

747 

279 

520 

1,749 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Rickets. 

Debilily 

and 

Malnu¬ 

trition. 

Glands 
(not  Tuber¬ 
culous). 

Others 

Total 

(all  cn.oesV 

Cured  or  improved  ... 

7 

23 

13 

4 

14 

61 

Unaltered 

1 

0 

2 

2 

4 

9 

W  orse  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Still  under  treatment 

2 

0 

10 

2 

6 

20 

Total 

10 

23 

25 

8 

24 

90 

10 


CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 

Tho  attendances  at  the  Surgeon’s  and  Sister’s  Clinics  were  as  follows: — 
Attendances  at  Surgeon’s  Clinics,  1942  (including  Evacuees). 


Clinic. 

Number 

of 

Clinics 

held. 

New 

cn.ses 

.seen. 

Total  Attendances. 

i 

E 

T 

P.H. 

All 

Glastonbury 

... 

5 

46 

34 

87 

11 

11 

143 

Radstock 

•  *  • 

3 

26 

21 

47 

11 

5 

84 

Taunton 

11 

123 

129 

311 

56 

27 

523 

Weston-super-Mare 

11 

112 

112 

235 

23 

17 

387 

Yeovil 

»  •  • 

11 

92 

84 

216 

22 

35 

357 

Frome 

•  •  • 

4 

41 

27 

84 

6 

11 

128 

Bath 

•  •  • 

4 

40 

33 

71 

26 

8 

138 

Bridgwater 

... 

6 

56 

58 

121 

13 

10 

202 

55 

536 

498 

1.172 

168 

124 

1,962 

Note. — I  — County  Pre-school  cases,  E  =  County  Education  cases,  T  =  Tuberculosis 
cases,  P.H.  =  Other  cases,  i.e.,  children  over  age,  P.A.  and  M.D. 
cases. 


Attendances  at  Sister’s  Clinics,  1942. 

During  the  year  390  Sister’s  Clinics  were  held  at  the  various  Centres,  and 
6,141  cases  attended.  Of  these,  1,680  were  Infant  V.  elfare,  4,101  Education, 
212  Tuberculosis  and  118  Public  Health.  In  addition,  250  attendances  have  been 
made  at  a  posture  class  at  Taunton. 

Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 


Somerset  cases  in  hospital  during  1942. 


Type  of  Case. 

In  Hospital 
31-12-41. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

In  Hospital 
31-12-42. 

Average  duration 
of  each  case 
(discharged  cases 

only). 

Non-resp.  tuberculosis 
(bones  and  joints) 

20 

8 

10 

18 

234  days 

Congenital  deformities 

4 

11 

12 

3 

59  ,, 

Poliomyelitis 

13 

12 

11 

14 

230  ,, 

Rickets 

— 

’  “ 

■  " 

• - 

— 

Spastic  paralysis 

— 

2 

1 

1 

62  „ 

Scoliosis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

163  ,, 

Osteo-myelitis  (other 
than  tubercular)  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

213  ,, 

Other  cases  ... 

9 

13 

16 

6 

153  ,, 

Total 

49 

48 

52 

45 

During  the  year  ten  cases  sufl'ering  from  hone  and  joint  diseases  have  been 
treated  at  Alton.  On  January  1st,  1‘J4.‘3,  tliere  were  six  non-tuberculous  cases 
there  still  under  treatment.  One  case  has  been  treated  during  the  year  in  the 
Children’s  Jlosjntal,  Swanage. 

The  number  of  cripjjled  children  seen  at  the  different  clinics  is  shown  in  the 
tables.  Some  of  them  suffer  from  several  defects  and  in  a  few  a  definite  diagnosis 
has  not  been  recorded.  The  statement  given  below,  while  not  a  complete  classi¬ 
fication,  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  types  of  cases  which  have  been  dealt  with  at  the 
Clinics. 


Cases  seen  at  the  Clinics  during  1942  for  the  first  time  (including  Evacuees) 


Tuberculosis  of  bones  and  joints  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Spastic  and  other  paralysis  conditions  ...  ...  ...  37 

Infantile  paralysis  (poliomyelitis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Osteo-myelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Club  foot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  congenital  deformities  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Torticollis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diseases  and  injuries  to  the  toes  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Scoliosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Postural  deformities — 

General  defects  of  posture  ...  ...  ...  20 

Flat  foot  (often  with  other  postural  deformi¬ 
ties)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Knock-knees  (many  old  rickets)  ...  ...  47 

Bow-legs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

-  137 

Rickets  (not  specially  postural)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Injuries  and  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Other  defects  and  deformities  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 


536 

y  - - 

A  large  number  of  cases  has  been  provided  with  suitable  splints  and 
appliances.  During  1942,  109  splints,  etc.,  were  supplied,  62  being  calipers  or 
other  irons,  while  111  alterations  to  ordinary  boots  were  ordered  and  supervised, 
and  12  surgical  boots  provided.  In  addition,  121  plaster  of  Paris  splints  were 
fitted. 


SECONDARY  AND  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  1,785  Somerset  and  968  Evacuee  children  were  examined. 
The  defects  found  among  Secondary  School  pupils  are  enumerated  in  the  accom¬ 
panying  table.  The  figures  include  specially  presented  as  well  as  routine  children, 
which  prevents  them  from  being  compared  closely  with  those  from  the  Elementary 
Schools  as  regards  the  prevalence  of  defects. 
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Defects  found  in  Secondary  School  Children. 


Condition. 

Number 
of  defects. 

Number 
referred  for 
treatment. 

Number 
referred  for 
observation. 

Malnutrition  ...  ...  ...  . 

20 

6 

6 

Uncleanliness 

0 

0 

0 

Skin  Disease 

3 

3 

0 

Defective  vision  ... 

137 

69 

37 

Squint  . 

4 

2 

1 

Eye  disease  ...  •••  . 

29 

13 

7 

Defective  hearing 

1 

1 

0 

Ear  disease 

7 

1 

2 

Nose  and  Throat  disease ; 

Chronic  Tonsillitis 

70 

2 

15 

Adenoids  only  ... 

9 

2 

2 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids 

9 

2 

2 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

8 

1 

1 

Other  conditions 

72 

3 

4 

Teeth:  Dental  disease  ... 

185 

25 

7 

Enlarged  cervical  glands 

71 

0 

11 

Defective  speech  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Heart  Disease : 

Organic 

0 

0 

0 

Functional 

18 

5 

9 

Ansemia 

17 

5 

3 

Lung  disease  (non-tubercular)  ... 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

1 

Other  diseases 

3 

0 

2 

Tuberculosis : 

Pulmonary — Definite 

0 

0 

0 

,,  Suspected 

2 

0 

2 

Non-Pulmonary 

0 

0 

0 

Disease  of  the  nervous  system  : 

Chorea  . 

0 

0 

0 

Other 

4 

0 

3 

Deformities 

118 

30 

32 

Enlarged  Thyroid  or  Goitre  . 

5 

3 

2 

Other  defects  and  diseases 

41 

19 

5 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools.  A  number  of  reports  was  received  from  the 
School  Medical  Inspectors  and  transmitted  to  the  Education  Department,  but  it 
is  most  difficult  to  ^et  any  defects  remedied  under  present  conditions. 
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HEALTH  AND  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

Tlealtli  in-opagaiuhi  work  in  (lie  schools  has  had  to  be  postponed  hut  much 
lias  been  done  on  the  physical  side. 

Posture.  Eoutine  visits  by  the  six  Organisers  of  Physical  Training  have  been 
paid  to  all  the  elementary  schools  in  the  Coutd.y.  At  these  visits  it  is  usual  to 
observe  the  physical  training  lessons  taken  by  the  teachers:  hel])  and  advice  are 
offered  and  frequently  demonstration  lessons  are  given.  Posture  is  noted  and 
generally  discussed  by  teacher  and  organiser.  Pf  necessary,  rest  and  special  exer¬ 
cises  are  advised,  and  in  all  cases  the  teachers  co-operate  fully.  The  value  of 
taking  off  clothing  for  the  physical  training  lesson  is  emphasised  and  an  increasing 
number  of  children  are  adopting  this  hygienic  habit. 

Each  organiser  devotes  a  half-day  per  week  to  specific  postural  training.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  year  classes  of  specially  selected  children  received  remedial 
exercise  at  the  hands  of  the  Organiser  at  the  following  schools : — Exford  (boys  and 
girls),  Winsford  (boys  and  girls).  Street  (girls),  Erome  Cl.  Senior  (girls). 

In  the  autumn  an  experiment  was  begun  and  is  continuing.  The  larger 
schools  with  senior  children  were  visited,  and  all  children  over  eleven  years  of  age, 
stripped  to  the  waist  and  barefooted,  were  examined  for  postural  defect.  Records 
were  ke])t,  both  by  tbe  Organiser  and  by  the  child,  and  it  is  the  intention  to 
re-examine  after  a  space  of  some  months.  In  the  meantime  there  will  be  a 
follow-up  and  help  will  be  given  tow'ards  effecting  an  improvement  and 
a  keener  appreciation  of  what  constitutes  good  posture.  The  teacher,  seeing  a 
large  number  of  children  thus  stripped  and  having  postural  defects  i)ointed  out, 
will  become  more  posture-minded  than  hithertO',  and  will  attend  to  correct  stand¬ 
ing,  sitting,  etc.,  throughout  a  school  day,  and  not  only  in  the  Physical  Training 
lesson.  It  was  very  evident  that  in  all  cases  the  teachers  were  very  surprised  that 
the  posture  was  not  better  than  it  turned  out  to  be.  The  aim  is  that  the  children 
themselves  before  they  leave  school  shall  be  interested  in  their  own  development 
and  physique. 

The  general  impression,  and  particularly  the  view  of  Miss  Smith,  who  has 
devoted  so  many  years  to  this  work,  is  that  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement 
in  posture  during  the  past  years. 

Talks  on  Posture  and  Simple  Remedial  Exercises  have  been  given  at  the 
Somerton,  Cudworth,  Westfield,  Weston  Zoyland  Women’s  Institutes,  and  to  the 
Burnham  Mothers’  Union.  The  Organisers  are  frequently  invited  to  speak  on 
Physical  Education  tO'  Leaders  and  Members  of  the  Voluntary  Organisations, 
Clubs,  etc.,  and  in  all  such  talks,  the  importance  of  good  posture  and  especially 
efficient  feet  is  stressed.  Diagrams  and  photographs  are  displayed. 

A  Conference  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  and  the  Organisers  of  Physical 
Training  was  held  early  in  January,  1943,  in  order  to  co-ordinate  the  work  of  the 
two  services. 

Physical  Training.  The  year  1942  has  been  a  period  of  vigorous  activity.  The 
Organising  staff  has  now  returned  to.  its  normal  strength.  Miss  A.  E.  Stephen 
having  been  appointed  to  the  Yeovil  area,  and  Captain  A.  W.  Olazebrook  to  the 
boys’  work  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  County. 

Routine  visits  have  been  paid  to  all  the  elementary  schools,  some  secondary 
and  private  schools  have  been  visited,  and  many  Voluntary  Organisations  and 
Clubs  have  requested  expert  advice  on  matters  relating  to  Physical  Education  and 
Games  for  the  adolescent. 
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Training  of  teachers  has  taken  place  at  the  following  centres; — Wellington, 
Frome,  Clevedon,  lluish  Episcopi,  Yeovil,  Midsonie  Norton,  Ilminster.  In  each 
case,  children’s  demonstration  classes  were  taken  in  physical  training,  games,  and 
posture. 

Service  of  Youth.  Training  of  Leaders  of  Voluntary  Organisations  and  Clubs 
was  undertaken  as  follows: — 

1.  Ten  weeks’  Sessional  Course  at  Minehead. 

2.  Lecture  -  demonstration  at  Girls’  Training  Corps  Course,  Taunton. 

3.  Lecture  and  demonstration  with  Cadets  for  St.  John’s  Ambulance 

Brigade. 

4.  A  week’s  Training  Course  for  the  Standing  Joint  Conference  of 

Voluntary  Organisations  at  Bruton. 

5.  A  week’s  Course  for  St.  John’s  Nursing  Cadets  at  camp  at  Blue 

Anchor. 

6.  A  two-day  Girls’  Training  Corps  training  Course  in  Bath. 

A  winter  scheme  in  Physical  Training  (four  tables  of  exercises)  was  j^rej^ared 
for  the  County  Association  of  the  St.  John’s  Nursing  Cadets,  and  all  Cadets  in 
the  Counl.y  will  now  adhere  to  this  scheme  of  work.  Great  attention  was  given  to 
exercises  for  the  feet  and  for  posture. 

Open  Games  Days  have  been  a  feature  of  activity.  On  such  occasions  the 
Leaders  who  have  attended  the  training  courses  take  full  charge  of  various  games 
on  open  recreation  grounds.  Any  boy  or  girl  between  the  ages  of  14  and  20  niay 
attend. 

This  year  has  seen  the  establishment  of  two  new  Youth  Organisations,  the 
Girls’  Training  Corps  for  girls,  and  the  Army  Cadet  Force  for  boys.  The  G.T.C. 
is  filling  a  gap  in  the  Service  of  Youth,  and  now  numbers  900+ .  More  village 
Youth  Clubs  have  been  formed,  and  the  older  Voluntary  Organisations  ai’e  steaddy 
increasing  their  membership.  In  almost  all  of  these  Youth  Organisations  physical 
training  forms  part  of  their  basic  training,  and  many  of  them  are  tackling  the  task 
with  eagerness  and  seriousness. 

Classes  in  physical  activity  for  youth  and  adults  have  been  arranged  at  Tintin- 
huil,  Carhampton,  North  Petherton,  Weston-super-Mare,  Taunton,  Milverton, 
Huish  Episcopi,  East  Brent,  Croscombe,  Long  Ashton,  Northmoor  Green,  Horton, 
Minehead,  Curry  llivel,  livehead,  Shepton  Beauchamp. 

Much  of  the  indoor  physical  training  which  had  become  a  regular  feature  of 
the  work  in  the  County  has  been  impossible  during  the  past  few  years  on  account 
of  the  influx  of  evacuees,  extra  desks  and  furniture.  Although  the  majority  of 
the  evacuees  have  returned  to  their  homes,  much  of  the  furniture  remains,  and  so 
space  is  too  limited  for  much  activity.  It  has  been  possible  to  secure  outside  halls 
in  some  villages.  Playing  fields  also  are  decrea.si'’.g  in  number  owing  to  the  need 
for  growing  food.  Two  large  fields  have  been  acquired  at  Wellington  and  Weston- 
super-Mare. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  1942  50  schools  or  departments  were  closed  for  outbreaks  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases.  The  particular  diseases  for  winch  closure  was  advised  were 
Poliomyelitis  29,  Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps  1,  Chicken  Pox  and 
Mumps  1,  Mumps  3,  Chicken  Pox  1,  Influenza  1,  Influenza  colds  5,  Chicken  Pox, 
coughs  and  colds  1,  and  Whooi)ing  Cough  7.  During  the  year  104  low  attendance 
certificates  were  issued  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer  in  respect  of  42  schools 
nr  def)artmenf s. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


During  the  year  tlie  extensive  campaign  of  immunisation  started  in  HMl  was 
continnod.  During  liWl  the  school  children  inmmnised  were:  Somerset  children — 
urban  areas  I2,'2'{i8,  rural  areas  J'lvacuees — nrl)an  13,784,  rural  0,831.  This 

is  exclusive  of  Bridgwater,  Taunton  and  Yeovil.  In  addition  the  prc-scliool 
children  immunised  were  2,418  in  urban  and  (),13()  in  rural  districts  with  a  further 
1,540  children  in  the  autonomous  areas.  This  most  important  work  was  continued 
during  1942  and  the  additional  school  children  immunised  were:  Somerset 
children — urban  areas  2,051,  rural  4,481;  Idvacuees — urban  03,  rural  229.  In 
addition  the  pre-school  children  immunised  were:  urban  areas  1,327,  rural  2,439. 
These  were  mostly  Somerset  children  but  included  a  few  evacuees.  These  figures 
are  exclusive  of  those  children  immunised  in  the  Bridgwater,  Taunton,  and  Yeovil 
Schools  and  the  pre-school  children  in  Taunton,  Yeovil  and  Weston-super-Mare. 


In  all  38,739  Somerset  school  children  were  immunised  in  1941  and  1942. 
With  an  average  school  population  of  39,650  this  gives  about  97.7  per  cent, 
immunised.  The  actual  figure  is  probably  somewhat  lower  owing  to  children  who 
have  left  school.  This  figure  is  very  satisfactory. 


16 


Medical  Inspections  of  Children  attending  I'^ublic  Elementary  Schools  in  1942. 
(Tables  I — V  refer  to  Somerset  children  only.) 

TABLE  I. 


A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,154 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,131 

Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  718 

Total  ...  ...  9,003 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Ee-inspections  ...  ...  ...  16,852 


C. — Children  found  to  require  Treatment. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to  require 
treatment  (excluding  Defects  of  Nutrition,  XJncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group. 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision 

(excluding  squint). 

(2) 

For  all  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  II. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Entrants  . 

136 

661 

782 

Second  Age  Group  . 

140 

195 

321 

Third  Age  Group  . 

44 

63 

104 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

320 

919 

1,207 
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TABLE  11. 

Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical  Inspection,  1942. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Specials. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

DErECT  or  DIfaEAbE, 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(5) 

Skin  ...^ 

(1)  Ringworm — Scalp  . 

(2)  „  Body  . 

(3)  Scabies 

(4)  Impetigo 

(5)  Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 

culous) 

1 

2 

46 

20 

8 

1 

4 

3 

89 

34 

'  7 

2 

4 

4 

Total,  (Heads  1  to  5)  ... 

77 

5 

133 

10 

r  (6)  Blepharitis 

27 

74 

54 

81 

(7)  Conjunctivitis 

3 

6 

10 

10 

(8)  Keratitis 

_ 

, 

— 

(9)  Comeal  Opacities 

1  -  , 

1 

_ 

(10)  Other  Conditions  (excluding 
Defective  Vision  and  Squint) 

9 

18 

29 

12 

Eye  ...■* 

Total  (Heads  6  to  10)  ... 

•  39 

98 

94 

103 

(11)  Defective  Vision  (excluding 
Squint) 

315 

775 

662 

19 

^  Scjumt  •••  ••• 

43 

72 

36 

15 

(13)  Defective  Hearing  ... 

15 

23 

17 

12 

Ear  ...  < 

(14)  Otitis  Media  ... 

11 

24 

15 

17 

(15)  Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 

18 

66 

19 

21 

r  (16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only 

94 

797 

194 

374 

(17)  Adenoids  only  ...  ..J 

10 

16 

39 

5 

Throat  ..." 

'(18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Aden¬ 
oids 

173 

158 

232 

25 

^  (19)  Other  Conditions  ...  ...' 

117 

783 

125 

75 

(20)  Enlarged 

Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuberculous) 

9 

962 

6 

141 

(21)  Defective 

Speech  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

36 

2 

2 

Heart  and 

'  Heart  Disease — 

(22)  Organic  . 

1 

3 

Circulation 

(23)  Functional 

12 

168 

10 

76 

L  (24)  Anaemia  . ‘ 

1 

3 

14 

6 

5 
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TABLE  II.  (continued). 


Routine  Inspections. 

Specials. 

1  No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

DEFECT  or  DISEASE. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(5) 

Lungs 

(25)  Bronchitis 

(26)  Other  Non-Tuherculous 

25 

142 

17 

34 

Diseases 

(T-  Pulmonary — 

12 

31 

5 

(27)  Definite 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

(28)  Suspected 

Non-Pulmonary — 

8 

23 

18 

9 

< 

(29)  Glands 

1 

1 

— 

(30)  Bones  and  Joints 

— 

— 

_ 

(31)  Skin 

_ 

•  - 

— 

_ 

1^(32)  Other  Forms  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (Heads  29  to  32)... 

1 

— 

— 

Nervous 

(33)  Epilepsy 

1 

4 

1 

System  ... 

(34)  Chorea 

1 

4 

2 

_ 

[  (35)  Other  Conditions  . 

2 

41 

5 

8 

(36)  Rickets 

7 

18 

Deformities 

(37)  Spinal  Curvature 

12 

9 

26 

18 

•  (38)  Other  Forms  ... 

(39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding 
Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness  and 

220 

746 

204 

247 

Dental 

Diseases) 

114 

187  ; 

1 

237 

192 

Total  Number  of  Defects 

1,343  1 

1 

5,204 

2,107 

1,414 
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TABLE  III. 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


Suitable  for  training  in 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind 

12* 

BLIND 

a  School  or  Class  for 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

the  totally  blind 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

13 

Suitable  for  training  in 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf... 

13 

DEAF 

a  School  or  Class  for 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

2 

the  totally  deaf  or 
deaf  and  dumb 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

15 

Feeble  -  minded  (cases 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally 

MENTALLY 

not  notifiable  to 

Defective  Children 

82 

tbe  Local  Control 

At  Occupation  Centres 

12 

DEFECTIVE 

Authority) 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

81 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

55 

230 

Suffering  from  severe 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

3 

EPILEPTIC 

epilepsy 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

8 

12 

Suffering  from  pul- 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

11 

monary  tuberculosis 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

(including  pleura  and 

At  other  Institutions 

1 

TUBERCULOUS 

intra-thoracic  glands 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

15 

Suffering  from  non- 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

28 

pulmonary  tubercu. 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

72 

iosis 

At  other  Institutions  ...  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

4 

104 

Delicate  children 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

237 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

17 

254 

Crippled  children  (other 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

21 

PHYSICALLY 

than  those  diagnosed 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

79 

as  tuberculous  and 

At  other  Institutions 

_ 

DEFECTIVE 

in  need  of  treatment 
for  that  disease) 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

6 

106 

Children  with  heart 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

3 

disease 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

7 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ...  ^ 

4 

14 

Includes  6  partially  sighted  children. 
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TABLE  IV. — Treatment. 

Number  of  defects  treated 
under  Authority’s  Scheme 
during  year  1941, 


9 

1 

328 

2 


340 


MINOR  AILMENTS. 

Ringworm  :  Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Other  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  16 

Ringworm  :  Body  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  19 

Impetigo  .  ...  .  .  203 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Minor  eye  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Minor  ear  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  341 


792 


DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT. 

Somerset.  Evacuees. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint)  ...  ...  ...  2,291  1,577 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eye  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  0 


Total  (1942)  .  2,291  1,577 


Number  of  Children  in  1941  for  whom  spectacles  were — 

(a)  Prescribed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  823  1,450 

(b)  Obtained  .  790  1,398 


Defect  or  Disease. 

DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

Received  operative  treatment — 

(i)  Tonsils  only 

(ii)  Adenoids  only  ... 

(iii)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

(iv)  Other  defects  ... 
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TABLE  V. 


Summary  relating  to  Children  Medically  Inspected  at  the  Routine 
Inspections  during  the  Year  1942. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  at 
inspections 

the  routine 

9,003 

Percentage 

Prevalence 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects 

(other  than 

uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  footgear)  who  require  to  be 

kept  under  observation  (but  not  referred  for  treatment) 

. 

2,788 

31.0 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  : — 

Malnutrition 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1,059 

11.8 

Skin  Disease 

91 

1.0 

Defective  Vision  (including  Squint)  ... 

•  •  •  f  •  • 

1,166 

22.5 

Eye  Disease 

••• 

223 

2.5 

Defective  Hearing 

>  •  •  •  •  • 

60 

0.7 

Ear  Disease 

••• 

211 

2.3 

Nose  and  Throat  Disease — 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  ... 

1,238 

13.7 

Adenoids  only 

44 

0.5 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids  ... 

395 

4.4 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

1,500 

16.7 

Other  Conditions 

968 

10.7 

- - 

4,145 

46.0 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuberculous) 

2,580 

28.6 

Defective  Speech 

50 

0.5 

Dental  Disease 

3,933 

43.7 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic 

2 

0.02 

Functional 

239 

2.6 

241 

2.7 

Anaemia 

75 

0.8 

Lung  Disease  (Non-Tuberculous) — 

Bronchitis 

313 

3.5 

Other  Diseases 

46 

0.5 

359 

4.0 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary — Definite 

4 

0.04 

Suspected 

31 

0.3 

35 

0.4 

Non-Pulmonary 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

0.03 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

78 

0.9 

Rickets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

597 

6.6 

Deformities 

1,726 

19.2 

Goitre 

10 

0.1 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

. 

480 

5.3 

TABLE  VI. 


EVACUEES. 

Summary  relating  to  Evacuee  Children  Medically  Inspected  at  the 
Routine  Inspections  during  the  year  1942. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  at 
inspections 

the  routine 

6,850 

Percentage 

Prevalence. 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects 

(other 

than 

uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  footgear)  who  require 

to  be 

kept  under  observation  (hut  not  referred  for  treatment) 

... 

... 

2,015 

29.4 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  :  — 

Malnutrition 

... 

1,009 

14.7 

Skin  Disease 

... 

83 

1.2 

Defective  Vision  (including  Squint) 

... 

1,448 

25.6 

Eye  Disease 

... 

223 

3.2 

Defective  Hearing 

... 

55 

0.8 

Ear  Disease 

140 

2.0 

Nose  and  Throat  Disease — 

Chronic  Tonsillitis 

941 

13.7 

Adenoids  only 

28 

0.4 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids  ... 

137 

2.0 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

608 

8.9 

Other  Conditions 

578 

8.4 

2,292 

33.5 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuben  uloust  ... 

1,785 

26.0 

Defective  Speech  ... 

24 

0.3 

Dental  Disease 

2,163 

31.6 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic 

10 

0.1 

Functional 

204 

3.0 

214 

3.1 

Anaemia 

54 

0.8 

Lung  Disease  (Non-Tuberculous) — 

Bronchitis 

127 

1.8 

Other  Diseases 

32 

0.5 

159 

2.3 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary — Definite 

0 

— 

Suspected 

22 

0.3 

22 

0.3 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

0.01 

Disease  of  Nervous  System 

83 

1.2 

Rickets 

... 

428 

6.2 

Deformities 

1,252 

18.3 

Goitre 

17 

0.2 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

... 

380 

5.5 

4 
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